Memo from. . . 

JOSEPH R. LASSER 




A ^ ~h~ 7^0 

/ 







f 

/ 7^t />*->. 


j , A 


C 













Memo from... 


JOSEPH R. LASSER 




^ A 


A ~ f~ A? 
/ 




/ ' 
















Memo from... 


JOSEPH R. LASSER 




y^-c ^L-/'a//^t n ^ , 7^/> e*- 






Neubei^er&Berman 

/?// — 


522 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY. 10036 


4 


u 


/: 






<> 


tch 


Sk 


// 




7 ^ 


Cr 


~<zr 










Memo from... 


JOSEPH R. LASSER 




~ t 7^0 ^ /<-* ^ 


c 


A. 





522 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10036 


S avv.^/ / A «£.<*. //< k 















Memo from... 

JOSEPH R. LASSER 






r—t- c- 



7 ^ 




7^0 









c 


A. 





522 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10036 












Memo from.. . 


JOSEPH R. LASSER 





522 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10036 













Memo from... 

JOSEPH R. LASSER 




7^-<- J-'/'g/i*' 





10 ~^ v 


Ac^ 


A — A A& 
/ 


j , ^ A. 




a—uz__ 



522 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10036 











Memo from. .. 

JOSEPH R. LASSER 






C- 








£ -v /" 7 ^ 

/ 

^O-C C Atr-^ 




y / 4 } 
■/ 



522 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10036 












Memo from. . . 

JOSEPH R. LASSER 






^ — i~~ '/o 
/ 


! , t*-\ ^ 


&7 













Neubefger&Berman 

/ 7 ^ -— 



522 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10036 



/O^v 










Memo from... 


JOSEPH R. LASSER 










Re: "Abokelps 


Page 1 of 1 


Subj: Re: "Abokelps" 

Date: 6/21/2003 1:20:00 PM Central Standard Time 

From: GFK@numislit.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Eric, 

You save the easy ones for me! Sorry, I do not have a clue. If the term is Turkish or Arabic, perhaps Michael 
Bates or Steve Album can help? (but knowing you, you have probably already contacted them). 

Best, 

George 

on 6/21/03 9:18 AM, EricNumis@aol.com at EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 

George you are the only numismatic universal language dictionary I know and I would like to have 
you tell me what the above word means or tell me who might help determine it. It was written in an 
English account book in English describing a coin (probably a Lyon Dollar commonly used as a 
trade coin in the Mediterrean area) used in 1660 In Alleppo, Syria and Acra Palestine under the 
Ottoman empire. The word could be Turkish, Arabic, or anything else. It is written several times in 
the text I have located. Thank you for any help you may give me. Eric 


Saturday, June 21, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Robert Arndt July 1 2003 

Editor 

Saudi Aramco World 
P.0 Box 2106 
Houston, TX 77252-2106 


Dear Sir: 

I have located what I believe may be the earliest use of the $ sign insignia and it 
comes from what is now- Syria. I previously wrote and had published “The Dollar Sign: 

Its Written and Printed Origins” (American Numismatic Society, New York 1995). The 
earliest use I then reported was 1768 and now I have a use in 1670. The area of use was 
the Ottoman Empire and the word describing the coin is written in English as 
ABOKELPS. I do not know what language ABOKELPS is or comes from but it 
describes money payments made in Allepo and Acra. The coin involved is the Lyon 
Dollar of the Netherlandl provinces which coins were used as trade coins throughout the 
Mediterranean region at that time. 

I do not write for pay and am willing to coauthor a story for you with someone 
you may select who is versatile in the language involved and in Near East economic 
history. In my prior article I point out the development of numeral and monetary insignia 
when the use of the 0 introduced by the Arabs to the western world. 

Please be kind enough to contact me or have someone do it and I think it will be 
mutually beneficial. My email is eri cnumi s@aoLcom. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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Subj: (no subject) 

Date: 8/19/2003 2:59:39 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: DHendin 

Dear David : We have not been in touch for a while but I hifafe a perfect problem for you to help me SoWe. 

I wrote an article for an ANS COAC on the history of the $ sigri’Sfeveral years agoand traced* bac^to 
1768 in America. I knew there had to be earlier usages but never found a^y. I have located some 
manuscripts in English which may help but I cannot understand thpssftijly. They are dated 11*58 to 1860. 
One is issued at St. Jean di Acra and others are from Aleppo, they nwmitmsthe British Consul tn Sor&ln 
Palestina.The accounts involve Dutch Lyon Dollars which were a tracte <Kpf» in tffe Mediteranseh'dt that 
time as you know. Syria and Israel were then under a Turkish sultanate. w*ey todrd involved dnd which 
is used several times is ABOKELPS. I do not know if this word is Arabic, Turkish, t m mm Othttf language 
or even slang but it seems to refer to the Lyon Dollar or possibly it is the word fo^ a *MftT. N l§ usQcfalong 
with English accounting words. Are you able to help me or guide me in order to figiMldfWIl out? 

I hope you are thriving. I am sure St. Louis is still dear to you and that whenever you CQfrie back you will 
call me. 

Eric Eric P.Newman, 6450 Cecil Ave., St. Louis, MO 63105 
Tel: 314 727 0850 
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Subj: Re: Money symbol 

Date: 09/10/2004 10:23:39 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: Tamart99 

To: EricNumis 

thanks I sent this on to Hans in Amsterdam-he is there now on an assignment 
great to see you both at the wonderful brunch Linda gave-it was special 
best 

Barbara tamerin 


Friday, September 10, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: LION dOLLARS 

Date: 09/17/2004 12:18:45 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: Tamart99 


Dear Barbara: 

Thank you so much for sending to Hans the communication I sent you. I have a 
little to add to make the inquiry a little simpler. 

The word "Abokelps" may mean in Arabic "Grandfather Dog" or "Great Dog." The 
word abo is a word showing respect for a father or grandfather. The reference to 
dog may refer to the rampant lion on the Dutch dollar. It was suggested to me that 
this might have been a nickname for the Dutch dollar, showing respect for it as an 
acceptable trade coin in the eastern Mediterranean world. 

Will you be kind enough to transmit this to Hans? 

We are still warmed by the glow of the wedding. Our best to you. 

Eric 


Friday, September 17, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 CeafAvenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
May 28,2009 


Mr. John Kleeberg 
430 E. 56* Street, Apt 8F 
New York City, NY 10022 

Dear John: 

In our recent telephone discussion on other matters you told me that you were now collecting 
Dutch Lion Dollars. I told you I had a lovely one which Joseph R. Lasser of Westchester County 
NY gave to me for our museum, and it is now on exhibit there. 

1 am delighted that you told me about your current numismatic specialty because I have a 
fascinating bit of unpublished and probably unknown detail as to Lion Dollars which I located 
too late for publication in doing research for my article as to the origin of the written and printed 
origin of the $ sign for COAC. I tried to have the interpretation of what I found on Lion Dollars 
further explained, but nothing resulted after I asked a European linguist and historian. Originally 
I had asked the British Record Office if they knew of an early use of the $ sign and by miracle 
they turned up the enclosed sheets (copies for you). You will note that the $ sign is often used 
and is proceeded by an L which I presume means Lion. 

Apparently a commercial English representative or trader died in Palestine (then a part of Syria) 
and all of his expenses of burial, open accounts, estate expenses and assets were detailed in Lion 
Dollars for settlement. This was in 1658/59 and a few subsequent years. I was thrilled by the 
find but have done almost nothing about it. 

In the material enclosed you will find the word ABOKELPS which I believe may be the Arabic 
language for Lion Dollars. IT may relate to one hundredth of a Lion Dollar because of @ being 
used in a column top. Abokelps may mean “Grandfather Dog” or “Great Dog” in Arabic. You 
will also see the word “1/2 doller” used as well a “Dollers 500”. “Allepo” in present day Syria 
(then Seria, Palestina) is also used. I do not yet know what “gaules” is but see they are shipped 
in sacks. 

I enclose a copy of a letter from Joseph R. Lasser dated 10/26/03 who collected Lion Dollars 
extensively and who knows much about them and gave his collection to Colonial Williamsburg 
There is an extensive article in The Numismatic of August 2005, pg. 40 etc. on the subject. 
Lasser you may have already contacted. 


Mr. John Kleeberg 
May 29,2009 
Page 2 


I enclose a photocopy of the cover of a book on Italian and other counterfeit Lion Dollars with a 
nice bibliography I presume you are familiar with it. 

I know you will agree not to disperse or publish the English Record Office information I am 
sending as to the S sign without my consent. Perhaps if you find more on that we can wnte 
something together on the subject. The Portuguese used the $ sign as I wrote up previously but 
never found its very early usage, but it may have had a connection with the Lion Dollar because 
it is on a Mediterrean trade route. 

My best to you and hope this data will be a pleasant surprise. 



Eric P. Newman 
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